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WEEKLY CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS
By: Nick Buchholz
Middle School ELA

The sixth-grade class recently finished reading Rick Riordan’s The Lightning Thief
— a tale of a hero’s quest in the world of Greek mythology. Students are now tasked
with analyzing the story in three formats: novel, film, and musical. They will focus
on the “author’s purpose” of each format and examine how the story transforms
based on how it is conveyed to the audience. 
 
The seventh-grade class is contemplating the cost of a utopian life while studying
Lois Lowry’s The Giver. Students are analyzing the sacrifices required to achieve a
utopian society, and they are recognizing how quickly an established society can
regress into a dystopian one. Recently, students interviewed one another to see
what theoretical job they would be given if they were in the protagonist Jonas’
utopian community.
 
The eighth-grade class is diving into Yann Martel's metaphorical novel Life of Pi. It
is a spiritual parable about a boy who is lost at sea. No matter the age, it is a
complex novel with challenging subject matter. Keep the eighth grade in your
prayers. 
 
Lastly, both seventh and eighth grade have begun their deep dive into the various
Greek and Latin roots that lurk everywhere within the English language. Their first
list of root words focuses on elements of the universe. 

http://www.stjosephgrafton.org/school
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Last week a group of 7th-
graders made sandwiches for
St. Bens in Milwaukee. This is a
great opportunity for our
students to serve others! St.
Joseph has an ongoing
relationship with St. Bens and
will be providing meals to them
again in March and May.

After School Chess Club
4th-8th Grade

Led by Mr. Buchholz
Begins 2/23

Click Here for More Information

Mrs. Bartelt’s Book Recommendations for January

Roses in the Snow
by Dessi Jackson

Here is a read-aloud story for children and adults alike. Elizabeth loves

to hear her grandmother’s stories. But the story that touches her heart

the most is the story of her namesake: St. Elizabeth of Hungary. St.

Elizabeth's greatest-known miracle is called the Miracle of Roses. While

she delivered bread to the poor, St. Elizabeth was accused of stealing

contents from the kingdom. When St. Elizabeth opened her cloak, a vision of white and red

roses was seen, meaning she was under God’s protection. So as grandmother and little

Elizabeth prepare to celebrate St. Elizabeth’s feast day, they joyously recall her holiness,

devotion, and works of charity. The author, Dessi Jackson, tells the story in a way that

transports one to another time and place while Lydia Grace provides beautiful watercolor

illustrations that delight, especially the ones of roses.

The Beggar and the Bluebird
by Anthony Destefano

One of my favorite authors has created another miraculous story to

enchant the heart and soul. This is a sweet story of a little bird who

keeps getting delayed in flying south because of the odd requests from

a beggar on the street.  This beggar has many jobs for the bluebird,

such as delivering bread to the homeless, giving money to the widow, and carrying a gold cross

to a sick boy at the hospital. This kind-hearted bluebird is performing acts of mercy when he

gets caught up in a massive snowstorm. When all seems lost, the beggar reveals who HE really

is.  This book teaches children the true meaning behind the giving of a gift and that great

love is noticed and rewarded by God.  Exquisite illustrations by Richard Cowdrey complete this

https://files.constantcontact.com/99c6ba7b201/f908c087-f1e0-42c7-a2e2-6f54367524c9.pdf?rdr=true


tale of magic. 

The Fisherman’s Tomb
by John O’Neill

This is an incredible true story about the secret quest to discover the long-

lost burial place of the Apostle Peter!   Emperor Nero executed Peter in

Rome, but his tomb, buried on Vatican Hill, had been lost to history. In

1939, workers beneath the Vatican unearthed an early Christian grave and

discovered an unknown world,  After that, an army of workers, funded by a

wealthy Texas oilman, began the archaeologist dig of a lifetime.  This is an unbelievable and

shocking story about the 75-year search for the tomb of St. Peter, the Fisherman.  It has

never been fully told until now and has all the elements of a great mystery, pitting the top

Vatican insiders against a brilliant female archaeologist.  It is a story of faith, courage, and

triumph. 

Important Dates to Remember
Monday, January 17: No School, Teacher Inservice
Thursday, January 20: Grades 5-8 Schauer Center field trip
Thursday, January 27: Sports & Activities Picture Day
Friday, January 28: Virtual Trivia Night at 6 pm, Early
Childhood Report Cards go home
Sunday, January 30th-Friday February 4th: Catholic Schools
Week
Tuesday, February 1: Open House 5:00-7:00 pm
Friday, February 4: Early Release 11:35
Friday, February 11: No School, Teacher Inservice

~IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM PREVIOUS LANCER TIMES~

Join us for VIRTUAL TRIVIA NIGHT
Friday, January 28th from 7-9 pm.

$20 per person.

Tickets are available for purchase using the link
below:

https://TriviaNight2022.givesmart.com

The cost is $20 per person - and we will be together via ZOOM and
using Kahoot for trivia.  TWO Games & 2 Sets of WINNERS!

Game ONE Winners
1st Place - $100 Scrip Card
2nd Place - $50 Scrip Card
3rd Place - $25 Scrip Card 

https://trivianight2022.givesmart.com/


Game TWO Winners
1st Place - $75 Eaton’s Pizza Gift Card
2nd Place - $25 Eaton’s Pizza Gift Card
3rd Place - $25 Eaton’s Pizza Gift Card

FISH FRY UPDATE

Many of you have been anxiously awaiting to hear
if we are going to bring back our Lenten Fish
Fries. It is our intent to bring them back in some

form this year, but only if we have help. SJPS is looking for
volunteers to co-chair the event with the assistance of Will
Hollrith and a team. Please contact the school office ASAP if you
are interested in co-chairing this incredibly important fundraiser
for the school. If we find a group to co-chair this event,
eventually we will be looking for committee members too. Stay
tuned for more information regarding our fish fries! Thank you!

January Extended Care Sign Up

SIGN UP HERE

SAVE THE DATE

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0549ABA823A2FF2-january


SAVE THE DATE



COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Please see the links below for the COVID-19 Illness Flowchart,
Health Screening Checklist, When to Stay Home Guidelines, &
SJPS Phase 3 Pandemic Plan.

We appreciate your support in:
Promptly notifying the school when your child is sick.
Promptly notifying the school when your child or a family
member is diagnosed with COVID-19.
Promptly notifying the school when your child is deemed a
close contact outside the school setting.
Continuing to keep your child home from school when they
are sick.

Health Screening
Checklist

Illness Flowchart When to Stay Home
Guidelines

Pandemic Plan Phase 3

Donate to our Annual
Fund

SCRIP ORDER FORM

Amazonsmile

Visit our Website

St. Joseph Parish School
1619 Washington St. Grafton, WI

262-375-6505

School Office email:
schooloffice@stjosephgrafton.org

Principal:
amatthews@stjosephgrafton.org
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Parish Bulletin Look-up

2021-2022 Parent/Student Handbook
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