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Weekly online school information by Principal Matthews

WEEKLY CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS
By Andy Smith, Music & PE Teacher

Things were busy busy BUSY at St Joseph Parish School last week, as we prepared for
Easter. We have also been busy getting ready for our Spring Concert and for Frozen Jr,
both coming up in only a few weeks. As part of our preparations for Easter, we returned to
our tradition of praying in the style called Taize.

https://youtu.be/mtu5dHR_ml8

This style of prayer involves prayer, scripture, and songs that tend to be meditative and
repetitive. These prayer services help us to enter into the Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Holy Saturday) with focus, prayerfulness, and anticipation. 

Of course, you'll be reading this AFTER Easter, but nonetheless, I hope you'll watch our
Taize Prayer Service, and think of joining us next year in our week of anticipation for
Easter 2023.

http://www.stjosephgrafton.org/school
https://youtu.be/mtu5dHR_ml8


Digital Literacy For Parents

A guide to help parents, guardians, and educators understand
the meaning of emojis, slang terms and acronyms kids are using
today. Knowledge is power!

Teen Slang & Emoji Guide

Attention SJPS 8th grade families/future GHS Black Hawks!

Grafton Music and Theater Boosters is seeking parents to support our music and
theater program. We'd love to have you visit our next meeting on Wednesday May 6
at 6p. Our meetings are typically held in the GHS auditorium (location subject to
change). We provide support to our band, choir and performing arts programs at
GHS. Check out our website at PTBoard - Grafton Music and Theater Boosters .

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee recognizes April 24th – April 30th
as Safe Environment Awareness Week.

Each year in the month of April, which is recognized around the
country as child abuse prevention month, we dedicate a week to
elevating the general awareness of the Church’s efforts to keep our

https://safesocialnetwork.com/slang
https://gmtb.ptboard.com/


children safe. We want people to know that we are committed to
maintaining safe environments in our parishes and schools through
adult child abuse prevention training; criminal background checks for
all clergy, volunteers working with minors, and employees; safety
training for children in each grade level; and adhering to all mandatory
reporting requirement laws.

10 Tips For Protecting Children and Offering Outreach to Victims/Survivors

5 Ways to Protect Your Children From Abuse

Keeping Children Safe Online

https://files.constantcontact.com/99c6ba7b201/1e264f30-da59-4f16-aa7e-95f9dc3caa42.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/99c6ba7b201/6fc9874a-6b50-4648-b505-5e410cdb1daf.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/99c6ba7b201/78e7376d-4be6-462c-b1ad-81024693708e.pdf?rdr=true




Important Dates to Remember

Thursday, April 28: Mass at 9:30, K5 hosts hospitality after
Mass
Saturday, April 30: Back to the 80's Auction Night - Bid High!
Sunday, May 1: 2nd-Grade First Communion at 1:00 pm
Thursday, May 5: Mass at 9:30, 1st-grade hosts hospitality
after Mass for 2nd-Grade 1st Communion Celebration
Friday, May 6: K3, K4, K5 Zoo Field Trip, 1st & 2nd-grade



Spelling Bee
Thursday, May 12: Rosary Prayer Service at 9:30, led by 3rd
& 7th grade
Friday, May 13: Grades 1-8 Milwaukee Museum Field Trip,
K3, K4, K5 Walking Field-trip; No Hot Lunch
Wednesday, May 18: Spring Concert, 6:30pm
Thursday, May 19: Grandparent/Special Friend Day 9:30,
Early Release 11:35, Musical 6:30pm
Friday, May 20: Grafton High School Grad Walk, 9:00am,
Early Release 11:35
Wednesday, May 25: Special Interest Day 12:30, Crafting
with Miss Johnson after school
Thursday, May 26: Mass 9:30, K4 hosts hospitality after
Mass
Friday, May 27: 2nd-Grade International Fair 12:30-3:00
Monday, May 30: No School

APRIL OUTREACH

For the Month of April, we will be collecting the following new
items for our Sister Parish in Los Toros in the Dominican
Republic. All items can be brought to school during the month of
April and put in the donation basket during our school Mass.

Full size toothpaste
Small toys
Mother's & Father's Day Gifts (small items)
Bath Towels
Twin Size Sheets

~IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM PREVIOUS LANCER TIMES~

Mattress Donation

The Schraith Family has king size mattress to donate to an
interested family, free of charge.

Details: It is only the mattress, no base/foundation. The mattress is
sitting on another bed, just for picture purposes. Brand is My Green
Mattress and it's a king size, Pure Echo. It's described as a firm mattress.
Clean, no stains, only used for about 30 days, pet free, smoke free home.

Here's a link to it: https://www.mygreenmattress.com/latex-free-
mattresses/.

Call the school office if you are interested.

https://www.mygreenmattress.com/latex-free-mattresses/


 Mrs. Bartelt’s April Book
Recommendations

The Thief Who Stole Heaven
by Raymond Arroyo



This is the legend of Dismis, the Good Thief, who
meets Jesus as a young boy. Upon meeting the Holy
Family, Dismis is moved with compassion, convincing
the other thief not to harm them. Through the
years, Dismis doesn’t change his behavior. However,
hanging on the cross, Dismis recognizes the grieving
Blessed Mother and Jesus, who was the mesmerizing

young boy who had touched his heart. Dismis asks Jesus for
forgiveness and is shown mercy. This tale of redemption comes
alive with the magnificent illustrations by Randy Gallegos. It will
become a treasured keepsake in your library!

The Donkey That No One Could Ride
by Anthony DeStefano

Meet the donkey that no one could ride, except
for Jesus! This useless donkey wobbles and falls
down even when children try to ride
him. Heartbroken, his spirit crushed, the

donkey wants to be left alone to cry. It is then that two disciples
are told by Jesus to go into Jerusalem to find a young donkey tied
to a post. Richard Cowdrey’s illustrations paint a beautiful
depiction of a donkey growing in strength and power he carries as
the King of Kings through Jerusalem. This endearing story teaches
children that no matter how weak or little they are, nothing is
impossible with our powerful God.

Holy Week Reading For Adults

Fight Like Jesus
by Jason Porterfield

Jesus is called the Prince of Peace. As we travel through
Holy Week, Porterfield challenges us to define and
evaluate our vision of peacemaking. What did Jesus Christ

actually teach about making peace? Did Jesus call out oppressors and
confront injustice during his final week on earth? Jason Porterfield
encourages us to journey with him day by day, in order to embrace Christ’s
approach to creating peace. Then we can truly say to one another, “Peace
be with you!”  

COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Please see the links below for the COVID-19 Illness Flowchart,
Health Screening Checklist, When to Stay Home Guidelines, &
SJPS Phase 3 Pandemic Plan.



We appreciate your support in:
Promptly notifying the school when your child is sick.
Promptly notifying the school when your child or a family
member is diagnosed with COVID-19.
Continuing to keep your child home from school when they
are sick.

Health Screening Checklist When to Stay Home Guidelines

Pandemic Plan Phase 4

Donate to our Annual
Fund

SCRIP ORDER FORM

Amazonsmile

Visit our Website

Parish Bulletin Look-up

St. Joseph Parish School
1619 Washington St. Grafton, WI

262-375-6505

School Office email:
schooloffice@stjosephgrafton.org

Principal:
amatthews@stjosephgrafton.org

2021-2022 Parent/Student Handbook
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