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Weekly Classroom Highlights
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Middle School Science/Mathematics

There are so many things happening in the middle school math and science
classroom! All three grade levels are in the midst of finishing up a Project-
based Learning Unit (PBL). PBL’s are an instructional approach in which
students develop knowledge and skills through engaging lab activities, projects
which are research-based around real world problems. It is a great way for
students to take ownership for their learning, as well as teach them
fundamental school and life skills. To round out all of their units, each grade
will undertake a research project to hone their note-taking skills demonstrating
their able to identify credible and reliable sources.

8th grade is learning about matter and energy flow through ecosystems. They
created Bottle Ecosystems to demonstrate the flow of biogeochemical cycles
and observe a live organism in the classroom – their own personal goldfish!
They are currently wrapping up this unit with a research project on human
impacts on the environment.
7th grade is learning about forces and motions that play crucial roles in our
everyday lives – and completed multiple lab activities to see these concepts at
work. They are currently completing a research project looking at the different
forms of energy – kinetic, potential, thermal, chemical, magnetic, light and
electrical.

6th grade is still in the midst of the space exploration portion of their
curriculum. The first half of this unit was comprised of learning about the cyclic
pattern of celestial objects around the Earth, Sun and Moon. They are
currently working on a research project focused on an assigned planet or
dwarf planet.  

http://www.stjosephgrafton.org/school


St. Joseph Parish School Variety Show Auditions THIS WEEK! 

Our Music and Theatre Department are happy to announce the return of the Variety Show
during Catholic Schools Week, BUT in order to have a show, we need YOUR acts!
Singing, dancing, magic, acting, drama, poetry, or anything else you enjoy doing! Sign up
ASAP in the office or music room, and pick up a form to fill out. Auditions will be
THURSDAY, January 12th, between 1:45-3:15. Any questions, kindly contact Andy Smith
at music@stjosephgrafton.org.

The Variety Show itself will be on Tuesday, January 31st,
beginning around 1:30pm. All are welcome!

~SAVE THE DATE~

mailto:music@stjosephgrafton.org


WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Please take a moment to check out the link below for the many
volunteer opportunities for Catholic Schools Week and consider
donating your time, talent, and treasure to our school. Thank
you for helping to make St. Joseph Parish School truly amazing!
Many of these opportunities are for students, which can be used
toward service hours. 

Catholic Schools Week Sign Up

Greetings from the Theatre Department at St. Joseph Parish School! 

I am so excited we will be performing Annie Jr in the spring. Auditions
for grades 4-8 are January 24th and 25th after school, with call backs on
the 26th if necessary. Please sign up for your timeslot in the office.

I am still looking for a few volunteers who are current parents of
students at St. Joe's to fill two important roles for our Musical:
Photography and Choreography. If you are interested in helping with
either or those, or in any other way, email Andy Smith
at music@stjosephgrafton.org. Thank you!

Come Join our St
Joseph Parish School Children's Choir -

Fridays, 8am in the Music Room. 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
December

Congratulations!

Emma Williams
Brooklyn DeRuyter

Caleb Bichanich

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444A5A62DA0FD0-catholic3
mailto:music@stjosephgrafton.org


DOMINICAN SUPER SATURDAY THEATER
PROGRAM

3rd-5th Grade


Dominican’s theatre camp staff has decided to bring back the well-
beloved Super Saturday program. This program gives students a

chance to get back stage access to Dominican’s musical “Bye Bye Birdie.” Students will
be able to learn a dance and a song from the musical from the counselors and a few
members of the cast. Then, students will get a pizza dinner and be able to see the
musical! On top of this all, students will receive a “Bye Bye Birdie” t-shirt!!
 
Our Super Saturday program is on February 18th . The program begins at 4:00 pm.
Doors will open at 3:45 pm. Between 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm, students will get a tour of the set
and the theatre, learn a dance and a song, and receive a pizza dinner. The musical
begins at 7:00 pm. Finally, pick up will be in Dominican’s cafeteria after the show ends,
which will be around 9:30/9:45pm. 
 
Students in grades 3rd-8th are welcome. They will be put into two groups, 3rd-5th graders
and 6th-8th graders. Cost is $30 per student.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. tcamp@dominicanhighschool.com
 
Registration Link: https://dominican.leagueapps.com/camps/3639591-winter-theatre-
camp-2023

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday, January 9: School Advisory Committee Meeting
6:30pm
Tuesday, January 10: 2nd Grade First Reconciliation 6:00
pm
January 14th & 15th: RaiseRight Sold after Mass
Monday, January 16: No School, Teacher Inservice
Thursday, January 19: Mass at 8:30

mailto:tcamp@dominicanhighschool.com
https://dominican.leagueapps.com/camps/3639591-winter-theatre-camp-2023


January 24th & 25th: Musical auditions after school
Thursday, January 26: Mass at 8:30, 4th Grade Hosts
Hospitality after Mass
January 28-February 3: Catholic Schools Week
Monday, January 30: 9:45 Rosary in the Church
Tuesday, January 31: Variety Show, 1:30pm, Open House 5-
7 pm
Friday, February 3: Parents & Teachers vs/ 8th-Grade
Volleyball Game at 10:00, Early Release 11:35

~IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM PREVIOUS LANCER TIMES~

JANUARY EXTENDED CARE SIGN UP

Please use the link below to sign up for Extended Care for
January. Extended Care runs from 6:30 am-8:00 am & 3:15 pm-
6:00 pm. As always, if you need your child to go to Extended
Care after school last minute, please call the school office.

January EC Sign Up

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0549aba823a2ff2-january1#/


Too Sick For School?

Thank you for continuing to keep your children home when they
are not feeling well! Please see the Too Sick For School
Guidelines below for information about when to keep your child
home from school. Please remember, all students must be fever
free, without the use of fever reducing medication, for 24 hours
before returning to school.

Too Sick For School

SAVE THE DATE

https://files.constantcontact.com/99c6ba7b201/f15bf248-6b8b-41c5-a243-72538bd76cac.pdf?rdr=true


School Closing Due to Inclement Weather

Please review the following SJPS School Closing Policy regarding inclement
weather from the Parent/Student Handbook.

St. Joseph Parish School is under the direction of the Grafton Public
Schools regarding school closings due to inclement weather. According
to Archdiocesan policy, it is recommended that a Catholic school close
for inclement weather when the school’s area public school closes.
However, the principal may close the school if conditions may
threaten the safety of students getting to school. When unsafe weather
conditions require the closing of school, the superintendent of the
Grafton Public Schools will notify the principal and local television
stations by 6:00 a.m. Specific information about the closing of SJPS
can be found through local broadcasts and the schoolwide
communication system. If you contact the school, be aware that there
may be limited staff to answer your call. In addition, when school is
closed or dismissed early due to weather, all school-sponsored
activities are also canceled.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED

SJPS is in dire need of substitute teachers! In order to be a
substitute teacher you must have a Wisconsin Teaching License
or a Wisconsin Substitute Teaching License.



No License? No Problem! Licenses can be obtained through DPI
if you have an Associates Degree or higher. You must first take a
short class through CESA and submit the proper license
application to DPI.

More information can be found here:
https://dpi.wi.gov/licensing/apply-educator-license/sub-permit

Please call the school office if you have any questions or are
interested in subbing.

FREE COVID TESTS AVAILABLE

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services has provided
SJPS an abundance of at-home COVID Test Kits for FREE.

Please call the school office at any time if you are interested in
taking some home. Please note, we will NOT be testing students

in school for Covid-19. 

Support St. Joseph When You Buy
From Amazon

The AmazonSmile Foundation donates
0.5% of the purchase price for eligible
purchases to St. Joseph.

Our Charitable Donation Name in
AmazonSmile: Saint Joseph Parish

CLICK TO LEARN HOW TO SIGN UP

Donate to our Annual
Fund

RAISERIGHT ORDER FORM

Amazonsmile

Visit our Website

Parish Bulletin Look-up

St. Joseph Parish School
1619 Washington St. Grafton, WI

262-375-6505

School Office email:
schooloffice@stjosephgrafton.org
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amatthews@stjosephgrafton.org
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